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To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1972. 

As  a result  of  impending  reorganisation  this  is  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  this  Council  and  in  commenting  on  the  year  1972  it  is 
opportune,  and  of  interest,  to  make  some  comparisons  with  earlier  years. 

In  the  first  decade  of  the  century  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  well  over  a hundred  for 
England  and  Wales,  i.  e.  more  than  one  child  in  ten  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

In  the  year  1972  both  for  this  district  and  the  country  as  a whole  it  had  fallen  to 
seventeen,  i.e.  less  than  two  per  hundred.  The  environmental  health  services  and 
housing  authorities,  in  providing  better  living  conditions,  have  contributed  in  no  small 
way  to  this  achievement. 

In  the  year  1907  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  what  was  then  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District,  reported  that  there  were  four  hundred  and  nine  deaths,  fifty-three  of 
which  died  in  the  workhouse,  twenty-nine  in  the  County  Asylum,  eleven  in  the  National 
Consumption  Hospital  and  twenty -four  in  Parkhurst  Prison.  Furthermore,  in  that  year 
only  one  hundred  and  nine  of  those  who  died  (26.  6%)  were  over  sixty -five,  while  last  year 
out  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  as  many  as  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  (77.  3%)  were 
over  sixty-five.  This  trend  towards  increasing  survival  rates  in  later  life  can  be 
expected  to  continue  and  the  increasing  demands  for  geriatric  care  will  thereby  be  of 
special  concern  to  the  new  district  councils,  who  will  have  the  task  of  ensuring  that  as 
many  as  possible  are  adequately  accommodated  where  they  can  be  cared  for  in  homes  of 
their  own  and  relieved,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  necessity  of  spending  the  evening  of 
their  lives  in  institutions.  However  good  the  geriatric  units  and  old  peoples  guest  houses 
may  be,  the  elderly  will  still  wish  to  cling  to  the  independence  which  only  their  own  private 
homes  can  give.  Residential  care  in  institutions  can  provide  the  facilities  to  prolong 
existence  but  there  comes  a stage  in  the  lives  of  many  when  their  greatest  wish  is  to  be  at 
home  and  if  necessary,  die  at  home. 

Until  recent  years  the  main  problem  in  preventive  medicine  was  the  control  of  infectious 
diseases  such  as  tuberculosis,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  anthrax,  puerperal  fever  and 
poliomyelitis.  For  none  of  these  diseases  was  there  any  specific  treatment  and  deaths 
therefrom  were  common.  Even  the  minor  epidemic  diseases  such  as  measles  and  whooping 
cough  took  their  toll  of  life.  In  1972  however,  there  was  only  one  death  due  to  infection,  a 
case  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  only  ten. 
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New  problems  have,  however,  arisen  and  today  we. are  specially  concerned  with  problems 
of  addiction.  In  1960  my  predecessor,  John  Mills,  drew  particular  attention  to  the 
hazards  of  cigarette  smoking  and  pointed  out  that  this  was  more  dangerous  than  the 
taking  of  so-called  dangerous  drugs.  It  still  needs  to  be  realised  that  addiction  to  drugs, 
although  a very  serious  matter,  is  still  less  of  a community  health  problem  in  this 
country  than  addiction  to  cigarettes,  alcohol  or  even  over -eating,  all  of  which  are  often 
contributory  factors  in  the  cause  of  coronary  thrombosis,  stroke  and  other  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system,  which  are  responsible  for  so  many  of  the  deaths  recorded  in  this 
report. 

Finally,  I should  point  out  that  much  of  this  report  records  the  work  done  by  your 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Walker,  who  has  carried  out  his  duties  most 
capably  and  with  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Nichols,  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  has  made  a major  contribution  to  improving  the  sanitation  of  the  district  in  the 
special  task  of  ensuring  that  the  council's  plans  for  sewage  and  drainage  works  in 
outlying  villages  have  made  such  considerable  progress  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Health  Committee  and  in 
particular  the  Chairman  Mr.  W.  G.  Lawes,  C.  A.  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
the  Inspectors  and  I have  received.  If  the  new  district  Council  in  1974  maintains  the 
same  happy  relationship  between  members  and  officials  we  shall  be  indeed  fortunate. 

Yours  faithfully 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


2. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS:  1972 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D W QUANTRILL,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

D.T.M.  & H. , D.Obst.,  R.C.O.G. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

R J NICHOLS,  F.I.P.H.E.,  F.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

C WALKER,  M. A. P„ H„ I„ 

Clerks: 

MRS  R COOPER 
MISS  D LANGLEY 

It  should  be  noted  that  although  the  Department  is  a combined  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Department,  only  the  work  of  the  public  health  section  is  referred  to  in  this 
report. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General'  s figures)  22,700 

Area  (in  acres)  58,  127 

Number  of  habitable  dwellings  end  of  1972  10,  182 

Rateable  Value,  as  at  1 April  1972  £856,782 

Sum  represented  by  1 n.p.  rate  (1971/1972)  £ 8,277 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

I.W.  Rural 

England  & 

m. 

f. 

District 

Wales 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births 

104 

100 

204 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births 

9 

12 

21 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (crude) 

9.9 

14.8 

Comparative  factor 

1.36 

Comparative  Birthrate 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

13.5 

births 

9.3 

9.0 

STILLBIRTHS 


No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths 
No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 
Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  Stillbirths 

DEATHS 

Total  no.  of  deaths 
Rate  per  1,000  population  (crude) 
Comparative  Factor 
Comparative  Death  Rate 

Infant  Deaths 

Legitimate  infants  under  1 year 
Illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
Legitimate  infants  under  4 weeks 
Illegitimate  infants  under  4 weeks 
Legitimate  infants  under  1 week 
Illegitimate  infants  under  1 week 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  deaths  under  1 year  per  1, 000 
total  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 
Under  4 weeks  per  1,  000  total  live  births 
Under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  (Stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,  000  total 
live  and  stillbirths) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

No.  of  deaths 
Rate 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

" " lung,  bronchus,  larynx 

" " breast 

" " intestine 

" " uterus 

" " prostate 


I.W.  Rural  England  & 
m.  f.  District  Wales 


1 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

17.5 

12.  0 

114 

115 

229 

184 

181 

365 

16.1 

0.63 

10.1 

12. 1 

2 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

_ 

_ 

17.8 

17.0 

19.6 

17.  0 

Nil 

21.0 

17.  8 

12.  0 

17.8 

12.0 

34.9 

22.0 

Nil 

- 

0.18 

Male 

Female 

1 

- 

2 

4 

& oesophagus  15 

1 

- 

12 

9 

4 

- 

3 

3 

- 

i. 


Malignant  neoplasm,  other 

Male 

5 

Female 

9 

Leukaemia 

1 

2 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

1 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

1 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

1 

- 

Mental  disorders 

1 

2 

Multiple  sclerosis 

- 

2 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

3 

3 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

- 

Hypertensive  disease 

3 

2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

61 

40 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

12 

12 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

25 

39 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

11 

6 

Asthma 

- 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

5 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

Other  diseases,  gen ito -urinary  system 

- ' 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

- 

2 

Congenital  anomalies 

- 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc 

1 

- 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

2 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

All  other  accidents 

1 

4 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

- 

All  other  external  causes 

- 

1 

All  causes 

184 

181 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

% as  percentage  of  all  live  births 


Fate  per 

rooo 

/3f 


Comparative  Death  Rate 

4>j£L.10.QJO.  population 


Isle  of  Wigiit  R.D.C. 
| I England  & Wales 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  RECEIVED  DURING  1972 


Age 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Under  1 year 



1 and  under  2 years 

1 

- 

- 

2 " " 3 years 

- 

2 

1 

3 " " 4 years 

- 

- 

- 

4 " M 5 years 

- 

1 

- 

5 " " 10  years 

1 

- 

- 

10”  " 15  years 

1 

- 

- 

15 " " 25  years 

1 

2 

- 

25  years  and  over 

“ 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

5 

1 

No  Notifications  of  Food  Poisoning  were  received  during  the  year. 


7 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES: 

Routine  sampling  of  mains  water  was  again  carried  out  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water 
Board  and  proved  satisfactory  with  only  insignificant  exceptions. 

The  small  number  of  outlying  dwellings  without  mains  water  supply  continues  to 
decrease  as  the  extension  schemes  carried  out  by  the  Water  Board  progress. 

A few  localised  complaints  were  received  concerning  temporary  brown  discolouration 
of  the  supply,  but  in  no  case  was  there  need  for  concern  as  this  is  completely 
harmless,  although  inconvenient  to  consumers. 

The  discolouration  generally  disappears  within  a few  hours  and  is  usually  caused  by 
disturbance  of  the  sediment  in  the  pipe  system. 

A sample  of  water  taken  from  a private  well  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  the  supply 
was  subsequently  terminated. 

The  natural  flouride  content  of  the  supply  is  less  than  0.1  ppm  and  no  flouride  is  added. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at:- 

Freshwater  Bay,  Freshwater  (3),  Totland,  Totland  Bay,  Colwell  Bay,  Yarmouth  (2), 
Compton  Bay,  Bembridge  (3),  Brading  (2),  Niton  and  Godshill,  and  a mobile  block 
was  stationed  at  Brook  car  park. 

In  addition,  conveniences  are  provided  at  Alum  Bay  and  the  Buddie  Inn,  Nito  n,  by 
arrangement  with  the  proprietors. 

All  public  conveniences  are  regularly  serviced. 

HOUSING 

House  prices  have  risen  dramatically  within  the  last  12  months  by  as  much  as  100% 
yet  the  demand  does  not  appear  to  have  decreased.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  increase 
in  population  is  mainly  in  the  retired  persons  category,  so  increasing  the  burden  on  the 
already  strained  health  services  and  putting  the  dream  of  owner  occupation  further  out 
of  reach  of  the  young  married  couple  with  limited  resources  by  the  inflated  price  of 
even  the  smallest  of  properties.  Current  trends  would  indicate,  however,  that  the 
market  is  becoming  more  stable,  but  this  may  only  be  temporary. 

During  the  year  a 10  per  cent  sample  survey  was  carried  out  of  all  housing  within 
the  rural  district  and  the  results  would  appear  to  indicate  that  the  general  standard 
of  housing  is  satisfactory  with  only  6 per  cent  in  need  of  improvements.  This  figure 
compares  remarkably  with  that  of  the  more  recently  published  1971  Census  and  it  does 
not  seem  impossible  that  all  houses  within  the  district  could  be  up  to  a good  standard 
of  accommodation  by  1980. 
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However,  there  are  also  houses  which  are  structurally  sound  and  provided  with  all  the 
amenities  but  are  suffering  from  lack  of  maintenance  and  decoration.  Many  reasons 
can  be  found  for  the  lack  of  attention  given  to  such  houses  including  the  shortage  of 
capital,  low  rents,  apathy,  and  in  some  cases,  the  fact  that  the  property  may  be  a 
second,  or  even  third  home  for  some  person  on  the  mainland  who  only  occupies  the 
premises  for  a few  weeks  in  the  year  and  may  be  unaware  of  its  condition. 

Nonetheless,  unless  these  properties  receive  the  attention  they  deserve,  there  is  the 
possibility  that  they  may  become  the  unfit  houses  of  the  future. 

The  shortage  of  houses  for  private  rental  continues  to  cause  concern  and  may  be  a 
factor  in  the  problem  of  keeping  young  families  on  the  Island.  The  answer  to  this  is 
difficult  to  find,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  provision  of  more  local  authority  housing  will 


not  by  itself  eradicate  this  problem. 

Number  of  new  Council  houses  completed  during  the  year  14 

Number  of  private  houses  completed  during  the  year  224 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  0 

Number  of  families  rehoused  through  closing  orders  0 


Sixty  houses  were  improved  with  the  aid  of  grants  from  the  Council  during  the  year 
and  a mobile  exhibition  was  also  used  to  publicise  the  availability  of  such  grants.  Of 
the  grants  approved  55  were  improvement  grants  and  5 were  standard  grants  for  the 
provision  of  basic  amenities. 

CARAVAN  AND  C AM  PING  SITES 

There  are  18  licensed  caravan  sites  providing  a total  of  1242  caravans  in  the  district 
and  9 tented  camping  sites  providing  600  pitches  all  of  which  provide  a range  of 
amenities  for  holiday  makers.  However,  despite  the  large  number  of  sites  available, 
demand  exceeded  supply  during  the  height  of  the  season  and  difficulties  were  experienced 
finding  accommodation  for  those  who  had  not  booked. 

Revised  licence  conditions  have  been  drawn  up  for  tented  camping  sites  in  the  light 
of  experience  and  it  is  agreed  that  permanent  licences  should  be  issued  to  the  sites 
which  provide  the  specified  amenities  to  a suitable  standard.  15  visits  were  made  to 
licensed  sites. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTAB LISHMENTS  AND  PET  ANIMAL  ACTS 

Five  licensed  boarding  establishments  exist  in  the  district  and  one  licensed  pet  shop, 
all  being  satisfactory.  3 visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE 


The  weekly  collection  service  was  maintained  during  the  year  and  bulk  household 
refuse  was  collected  at  intervals  according  to  demand.  Refuse  disposal  was  by  means 
of  tipping  at  Bleakdown  and  Brading  during  the  first  few  months  but  was  then  transferred 
mainly  to  the  new  pulverisation  plant  at  Newport.  The  number  of  abandoned  vehicles 
requiring  removal  continued  to  rise  and  is  causing  concern  both  at  the  cost  involved  in 
removing  them  and  also  the  lack  of  suitable  tipping  or  reclamation  facilities. 


VEHICLES 

MILEAGE 

ADL  657  part  period 

5144 

BDL  135B 

12192 

BDL  136B 

11481 

DDL  342C 

8000 

FDL  424D 

11540 

JDL  194E 

11034 

NDL  737G 

15875 

VDL  852  K 

5400 

TOTAL  80666 

The  use  of  a centralised  disposal  point  has  given  rise  to  the  increased  mileage  of  the 
fleet. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

The  Council  operates  its  own  service  with  one  1,400  gallon  vehicle.  Total  number  of 
septic  tanks  or  cesspools  emptied  or  cleaned:  1203 

Plus  36  for  other  authorities. 

RODENT  AND  INSECT  CONTRO  L 

One  full  time  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  and  made  a total  of  1342  visits 
during  the  year.  The  incapacity  of  the  operator  through  illness  for  the  last  few  months 
of  the  year  produced  difficulties  in  continuing  the  service  and  thanks  must  be  given  to 
Sandown/Shanklin  Health  Department  for  their  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  more 
urgent  cases.  A private  contractor  was  also  employed  to  minimise  the  number  of 
complaints  not  receiving  attention  but  delays  in  carrying  out  treatment  were 
unavoidable  in  the  circumstances. 

Regular  treatment  of  sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  was  maintained. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Apart  from  the  few  complaints  concerning  garden  bonfires,  for  which  no  action  is 
available,  the  only  complaints  received  all  concerned  one  premises  in  Rookley. 
Investigations  revealed  that  the  chimney  of  a brick  works  was  emitting  Large  amounts 
of  oil  smut  which  were  being  deposited  on  properties  within  half  a mile  of  the  works 
and  causing  great  inconvenience  and  nuisance  to  residents. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  there  had  been  no  improvement  despite  efforts  by  the  company 
concerned  and  it  seems  possible  that  legal  action  may  have  to  be  taken  to  resolve  the 
matter. 


Burning  ot'  stubble  in  the  field  continues  to  cause  offence  to  people  in  most  areas  but, 
at  present,  there  is  no  legal  control  to  prevent  such  action.  However,  the  National 
Farmers  Union  has  issued  advice  on  the  proper  method  in  which  to  burn  stubble  and, 
if  this  advice  were  followed  by  the  farmers,  the  risks  involved  could  be  greatly  reduced, 
although  the  pollution  would  still  be  great.  Regrettably,  stubble  burning  is  often  left 
to  the  most  junior  farm  hands  and,  without  proper  control,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
needless  damage  is  caused  to  the  countryside  and  the  wild  life. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

For  once  the  number  of  complaints  received  has  fallen,  but  the  complexity  of  the 
subject  is  such  that  the  few  complaints  received  are  often  difficult  to  resolve  without 
considerable  and  lengthy  investigations. 

One  of  the  complaints  received  is  not  so  much  involved  with  noise  but  with  vibration 
which  is  affecting  an  old  cottage  situated  within  50  feet  of  a machine  used  for  cutting 
metal  in  a factory  in  Totland. 

Although  the  vibration  is  quite  severe,  the  only  answer  may  well  be  the  removal  of 
the  machine,  which,  of  course,  the  company  concerned  is  unlikely  to  agree  to 
voluntarily. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

No  public  pools  are  provided  within  the  district,  although  several  of  the  holiday  camp 
pools  are  made  available  to  school  children.  A large  class  of  children  using  the  pool 
at  one  time  places  a considerable  load  on  the  purifying  equipment  and  it  is,  therefore, 
essential  that  pools  so  used  be  properly  maintained  and  serviced.  The  generally  used 
method  of  purification  for  swimming  pool  water  entails  the  filtration  of  the  water  and 
the  addition  of  chlorine  in  controlled  doses.  Such  a method  is  effective  but  expensive 
to  run  and  requires  a trained  supervisor. 

A new  swimming  pool  installed  at  a hotel  within  the  district  is  provided  with  a prototype 
purification  system  that  does  not  entail  the  addition  of  chlorine,  but  uses  a process  by 
which  silver  ions  are  added  to  the  water  constantly  and  it  is  claimed  that  running  costs 
are  considerably  lower. 

Being  an  unproven  process,  it  was  decided  that  regular  sampling  of  the  water  should 
be  made  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  system,  and  the  results  showed  complete 
reliability  and  efficiency.  Although  one  season  could  be  said  to  be  not  a suitable  period 
to  prove  the  system,  if  the  results  continue  to  be  as  satisfactory  it  may  well  be  that  the 
traditional  method  of  purification  will  no  longer  be  automatically  selected  for  new 
installations.  Twenty-four  visits  were  made  to  11  of  the  swimming  pools. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


APSE  HEATH,  A LVERSTONE,  WINFORD  AND  NEWCHURCH 

The  new  main  drainage  schemes  to  serve  the  village/of  Apse  Heath,  Alverstone, 
Winford  and  Newchurch  has  made  good  progress  during  the  year  but  had  not  been 
completed  as  scheduled  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  now  expected  to  be  completed 
by  Easter  1973.  Estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  - £275,  000, 

SHORWELL 


The  new  sewage  treatment  works  for  the  village  of  Shorwell  began  in  June  1972, 
Estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  - £40,  000, 

NEWBRIDGE  AND  SHALFLEET 

The  construction  of  new  sewers  to  serve  the  villages  of  Newbridge  and  Shalfleet  began 
in  July  1972,  Estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  - £200,000. 

NITON  AND  WHITWELL 


The  construction  of  the  Roud  sewage  treatment  works  to  serve  the  growing  villages  of 
Niton  and  Whitwell  began  in  October  1972.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  is 
£170,000. 

There  are  other  schemes  in  various  stages  of  preparation  and  these  are  phased  to 
start  during  1973,  possibly  continuing  to  1976/77.  In  the  case  of  the  West  Wight  the 
schemes  are: 

New  scheme  to  serve  West  Wight  area  £600,  000 
Sewage  treatment  works  for  the  village  of  Brighstone  - £30,  000 
Sewage  treatment  works  for  the  village  of  Calbourne  - £10,000 
New  treatment  plant  for  the  village  of  Brook  - £10,  000 
and  East  Wight 

Reconstruction  of  Godshill  disposal  works  and  extension  sewers  to  include  village  of 
Sandford  and  Whitely  Bank  area  - £150,  000 
Storm  relief  sewer  at  Bembridge  - £20,  000 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


No.  inspected 


Type  of  premises 

Total  registered 

Persons  employed 

during  1972 

Offices 

51 

203 

18 

Shops 

116 

393 

46 

Catering  Establishments 

48 

332 

41 

Fuel  storage  depots  1 4 1 

TOTALS  216  932  106 


Total  males  employed  - 300 

Total  females  employed  - 63 •; 

A total  of  190  inspections  were  carried  out  during  1972  and  in  only  one  case  were 
contraventions  of  more  than  a minor  character  found.  These  have  since  been  remedied. 
One  accident  of  a minor  nature  was  reported  during  the  year  and  this  was  no  cause  for 
formal  action. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  considerable  disparity  between  the  numbers  of  men  and 
women  employed  in  premises  subject  to  this  Act,  a situation  that  is  repeated  in  all 
other  districts  on  the  Island. 

Whilst  the  number  of  men  employed  in  offices  and  shops  is  so  low,  and  considering 
that  the  only  other  forms  of  employment  are  basically  in  factories  or  farming,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  difficulties  are  experienced  in  keeping  men  of  working  age  on  the 
Island.  Particularly  when  one  takes  into  consideration  the  high  cost  of  housing  and 
difficulties  of  travel. 

HYGIENE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Standards  of  hygiene,  in  general,  are  improving  or  are  already  satisfactory  and  credit 
must  be  given  to  the  press,  radio  and  television  companies  for  the  increased 
awareness  of  both  the  general  public  and  persons  within  the  trade.  There  was,  however, 
cause  for  concern  regarding  the  conditions  existing  in  public  houses,  and  considerable 
local  publicity  was  given  to  a report  on  this  important  matter  which  found  that  only  14 
of  the  49  public  houses  met  the  minimum  standards  for  food  hygiene  and  sanitary 
accommodation. 

It  is,  therefore,  pleasing  to  note  that,  following  the  publication  of  the  report  a 
considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  and  most  public  houses  should  reach  a 
satisfactory  standard  within  the  next  two  years. 


Premises  within  the  district  subject  to  the 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

are  as  follows: 

Type  of  premises 

No. 

No.  Visited 

Total  no.  of  visits 

Butchers,  fishmongers 

18 

12 

30 

Other  food  shops 

112 

70 

110 

Fish  friers 

2 

1 

7 

Restaurants,  cafes 

73 

50 

87 

Public  houses 

49 

47 

145 

Hotels,  guest  houses 

105 

25 

47 

Holiday  camps  and  sites 

22 

15 

22 

Clubs 

37 

4 

5 

Canteens 

9 

5 

21 

Food  preparation  premises 

9 

8 

12 

TOTALS 

436 

237 

486 

The  following  additional  inspections  were  also  carried  out  with  regard  to  food  and 
its  handling: 

Mobile  shops 

15 

Delivery  vehicles 

13 

Ice  cream  premises 

70 

Meat  and  food  inspections 

26 

Licensed  premises 

68 

Milk  and  dairies 

9 

TOTAL 

201 

ICE  CREAM,  MILK  AND  ITS  PRODUCTS 


86  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice-cream  and  all 
comply  with  the  legal  requirements  in  relation  thereto.  The  brucellosis  eradication 
scheme  is  progressing  rapidly  and,  during  the  year,  only  one  sample  of  milk 
containing  brucellosis  organisms  was  reported  within  this  district.  No  formal  action 
was  necessary  by  this  authority. 

Inspection  of  dairies,  situated  on  farm  premises  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  but  informal  visits  are  made  by  this  department 
to  advise  farmers  of  any  improvements  that  could  be  considered.  Yoghurt  is 
manufactured  at  one  premises  in  Freshwater  and  is  marketed  principally  on  the  Island. 

ADULTERATION  AND  FITNESS  OF  FOOD 


1222  lbs.  of  meat,  70  lbs.  of  vegetables  and  £150  worth  of  frozen  foods  were 
surrendered  and  condemned  for  unfitness  following  freezer  breakdowns  during  1972. 
During  the  power  cuts  early  in  the  year,  however,  no  need  was  found  to  condemn  any 
food  but,  had  the  power  cuts  been  for  greater  duration  a considerable  wastage  may  well 
have  occurred.  10  complaints  of  unsound  food  were  also  received  and  investigated, 
eomprising:- 

1 .  A length  of  cord  in  a jar  of  marmalade 

2.  Metal  contamination  of  a tin  of  corned  beef 

3.  Mould  on  apple  pie 

4.  Detergent  in  bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  (unproven) 

5.  Fly  in  pork  sausage 

6.  Mould  on  loaf  of  bread 

7.  Mould  on  yoghurt 

8.  Mould  on  clotted  cream 

9.  Rancid  bread  rolls  (under  cooked) 

10.  Discoloured  potatoes  (damaged  by  frost) 

All  were  resolved  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

Of  the  above  complaints,  the  most  serious  concerned  the  corned  beef  which  contained 
360  parts  per  million  of  lead  and  2,700  parts  per  million  of  zinc.  The  • permitted 
maximum  lead  content  is  only  5 parts  per  million.  In  the  opinion  of  an  expert  who  was 
consulted,  the  zinc  content  could  have  given  rise  to  nausea,  stomach  pains  and 
diarrhoea  if  eaten. 


Investigations  revealed  the  source  of  the  contamination  to  be  possibly  the  sealant 
compound  used  in  the  canning  process  or  the  machinery  itself.  The  matter  was 
subsequently  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Foods  who 
gave  advice  to  the  Argentinian  Canning  Company  to  prevent  any  further  incident 
arising. 

Complaints  numbers  3 and  8 were  both  found  to  be  due  to  poor  rotation  by  the  shop 
keepers,  who  were  advised  about  the  correct  use  of  the  manufacturers’  codes. 

Despite  visits  to  the  smaller  shops,  it  is  still  found  that  traders  do  not  understand 
coding  systems,  overstock,  or  store  perishable  foods  in  unsuitable  temperatures  and 
conditions. 

Only  by  frequent  visits  to  these  shops  would  it  be  possible  to  ensure  that  food  hygiene 
is  correctly  observed  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  redistribution  of  officers  after 
reorganisation  may  enable  this  to  be  carried  out.  However,  it  would  be  far  easier 
if  manufacturers  were  to  issue  food  handling  instructions  with  their  products,  but  it 
is  regrettable  that  few  firms  are  so  far  sighted. 

FOOD  MANUFACTURE  AND  PREPARATION 

With  the  exception  of  the  few  butchers  who  make  their  own  sausages,  there  are 
basically  only  four  food  factories  within  the  district. 

Rock  and  sugar  confectionery  is  made  at  Apse  Heath. 

Bread  is  baked  at  Bembridge  in  small  numbers. 

Oysters  and  clams  are  prepared  at  Newtown  and  are  exported  to  the  continent  as  well 
as  being  sold  in  Great  Britain.  The  cleaning  process  used  is  unusual  in  that  it 
utilises  ultra-violet  rays  and  not  the  common  system  involving  chlorine  but  the 
effectiveness  of  the  process  is  exceptionally  high. 

Mr.  Walker  is  also  a member  of  the  Food  Advisory  Committee  of  the  South  Hampshire 
and  Isle  of  Wight  Branch  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  attended 
ten  meetings  during  the  year. 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936 

There  are  58  petrol  installations  in  the  district  comprising  32  filling  stations  and 
26  private  installations. 

All  were  visited  during  the  year  with  a total  of  162  inspections.  By  the  end  of  1972 
there  were  still  13  premises  not  complying  fully  with  safety  standards  despite  repeated 
cautions  and  advice.  Unless  compliance  is  achieved  in  the  immediate  future,  they  have 
been  warned  that  renewal  of  the  licences  may  not  be  granted. 

The  persons  concerned  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  risks  involved  in  storing  petroleum 
despite  the  fact  that  in  1971  there  were  65  accidents  (11  fatal)  throughout  Britain 
involving  petroleum  or  its  mixtures.  18  of  these  accidents  were  in  filling  stations  and 
other  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum. 


SELF-CATERING  HOLIDAY  ACCOMMODATION 


It  is  a sad  reflection  on  the  tourist  industry  that  fully  inclusive  holidays  in  this 
country  tend  to  be  as  expensive  as  foreign  hoi  idays,  yet  sometimes  without  the 
comfort  and  facilities  provided  abroad.  From  this,  there  has  developed,  in  a 
relatively  short  time,  a demand  for  self-catering  holidays:  a demand  which  is 
quickly  being  met  by  the  conversion  of  holiday  camps  and  hotels,  and  the  construction 
of  new  holiday  flats,  etc.  The  standard  of  accommodation  so  provided  varies  between 
the  luxurious  and  the  disgraceful  and,  during  1972,  several  complaints  were  received 
concerning  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  some  of  these  self-catering  units. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  there  is  little  legal  action  available  to  resolve  the 
unsatisfactory  conditions,  which  are  often  concerned  with  the  cleanliness  and  standard 
of  facilities,  but  informal  action  and  advice  has  so  far  been  found  to  be  all  that  is 
necessary.  Whether  informal  action  will  be  so  successful  in  the  future  as  the  number 
of  self-catering  units  increases,  remains  to  be  proved. 

COMPLAINTS 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  and  all 
were  investigated  promptly.  Only  in  an  insignificant  number  of  cases  were  the 
complaints  unjustified. 

The  complaints  received  are  summarised  below,  excluding  those  requiring  no  action, 
or  investigated  by  the  rodent  operator. 


Housing  conditions  30 

Drains,  etc.  34 

Condensation  7 

Noise  5 

Offensive  Odours  9 

Refuse  17 

Unsound  food  13 

Polluted  watercourses  7 

Unhygienic  food  premises  10 

Water  supply  2 

Holiday  accommodation  8 

Insects  and  Vermin  1.1 

Atmospheric  Pollution  41 

Miscellaneous  20 
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Caravans  and  camping  sites  15 

Holiday  camps  15 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  190 
Factories  62 

Petroleum  Installations  162 

Houses  inspected  112 

Houses  re-inspected  28 

Other  dwellings  3 

Water  supplies,  swimming  pools,  water 

courses,  sampling  60 

Drains,  sewers,  etc.  71 

Noise  12 

Dust,  smells,  fumes,  etc.  37 

Clean  Air  Act  4 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  18 

Miscellaneous  242 

Infestations,  vermin  control,  etc.  22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Regulations  619 
Licensing  Act  68 

1,  738 


Additionally,  808  houses  were  visited  for  the  purposes  of  the  Housing  Survey  although 
the  majority  of  these  required  only  superficial  inspection. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Inspections  under  Part  I of  the  Act  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  were  as 
follows 


Premises 


No.  on 
register 


Inspections 


Written 

notices 


Occupiers 

prosecuted 


Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,2, 

3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  2 1 


Factories,  not  included  above, 
in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  85  31 


Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

TOTALS  87  32 


1?. 


Total  number  of  inspections  = 

62 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Sanitary  conveniences  (defective  or 

insufficient)  Sec.  7 

2 

1 

Outwork  (Part  VIII  of  the  Act) 

Nature  of  work 

No.  of  outworkers 

Wearing  apparel 

4 

Cosmetic  bags 

1 

5 


18 


